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In the archive room of the Byre Theatre, time becomes fluid. I sift

through photographs - the original Byre, a humble structure born of

community will, and blueprints for the current building where I sit.

Each document tells a fragment of a larger story, one I've

unwittingly become part of.

At seventeen, I arrived in St Andrews, 4,000 miles from home. The

town was a labyrinth of unfamiliarity until I pushed open the Byre's

doors on Abbey Street. The warmth that enveloped me wasn't just

physical; it was a sense of belonging I hadn't realized I'd been

seeking.
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Picture from  a 1960 Program produced by the Byre Theatre



As I catalogue the archive, a pattern emerges. The Byre, I discover,

has always been more than a building. It's a commitment - a

community's dedication to storytelling and cultural preservation. I

see it in faded programmes, in minutes from the various meetings,

in handwritten notes on play scripts.

Amidst the archive's treasures, I found a collection of programmes

from the 1980s. Their faded colours and vintage designs tell their

own story of changing times and enduring passion. I've included

images of these programmes here - each cover a window into a

moment when the curtain rose, the lights dimmed, and the Byre

came alive with another tale. These fragile paper time capsules

remind us that while faces and productions may change, the heart of

theatre beats on, steady and true.
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Programme from 1959 produced by the Byre Theatre



Programme from 1959 produced by the Byre Theatre



Programme from 1959 produced by the Byre Theatre



Delving deeper into the archives, I uncover a trove of visual history:

production stills frozen in time, contact sheets filled with captured

moments, and behind-the-scenes snapshots that reveal the hidden

magic of theatre-making. These images offer a intimate glimpse into

the Byre's past, bringing to life the creative process and the people

who breathed life into each production. In every grainy photograph

and well-worn negative, I see the passion and dedication that have

always been the lifeblood of this place. These visual records do

more than document; they tell the story of countless hours of

rehearsal, the nervous energy before opening nights, and the

camaraderie that forms in the pursuit of artistic expression.
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Contact Sheet from the play ‘The Sleeping Garden’, 2003



Production Still from the play, ‘The Sleeping Garden’, 2003

Production team from the play, ‘The Sleeping Garden’, 2003



Set breakdown from the play, ‘The Sleeping Garden’, 2003



What strikes me most is the resilience. The Byre's journey, from its

inception, has been fraught with challenges. Yet, in every era,

people rallied. They refused to let the curtain fall. This perseverance

resonates with me, echoing my own journey to find my place in a

new world.

The archive reveals a tapestry of lives intertwined with the Byre.

Students finding their voice on stage, local playwrights seeing their

words come to life, families making memories at pantomimes. It's a

testament to the power of storytelling, yes, but more so to the

community that recognized its value.

12



Appreciation letter from a child for the play, ‘The Sleeping Garden’, 2003



As I add my notes to the archive, I realize I'm not just documenting

history. I'm participating in it. The Byre, I now understand, isn't just

a theatre. It's a living entity, sustained by generations of people who

believed in the importance of having a cultural heart in their town.

In piecing together the Byre's past, I've found my present and

glimpsed our shared future. This room, full of memories, holds

stories waiting to be rediscovered. As I create bookmarks with

snippets of the Byre's history, I hope to bridge generations - helping

others find, as I did, that home can be a place where stories live and

breathe, even far from where we started. These small tokens of the

past may just be the key to unlocking the Byre's future in the hearts

of a new St Andrews.
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My illustration for a story I came across while archiving, placed alongside the actual
picture of the setting



With the help of many members of our community, the Byre now

has records of over 500 scripts, 50 boxes of glass photographic

plates, around 300 CDs and DVDs, many more folders of

photographs, old documents, and some lovely old letters.

 

Although the project has been a great success so far, there is still a

gap in materials from over the last 40 years. No artifact relevant to

the Byre is too new or old, it’s all part of our shared history. If you

have anything from photographs, programmes, scripts, recordings

to video footage, the Byre would love to see it.

 

Please don’t give us any original copies or objects. Instead, you can

send us photos, scans, descriptions or a note of any stories you have

up your sleeve. Email is the easiest way to get in touch. Contact

byreboxoffice@st-andrews.ac.uk.


