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In the archive room of the Byre Theatre, time becomes fluid. I sift
through photographs - the original Byre, a humble structure born of
community will, and blueprints for the current building where I sit.
Each document tells a fragment of a larger story, one I've

unwittingly become part of.

At seventeen, I arrived in St Andrews, 4,000 miles from home. The
town was a labyrinth of unfamiliarity until I pushed open the Byre's
doors on Abbey Street. The warmth that enveloped me wasn't just
physical; it was a sense of belonging I hadn't realized I'd been
seeking.




Picture from a 1960 Program produced by the Byre Theatre

The Byre Theatre In Early Days



As I catalogue the archive, a pattern emerges. The Byre, I discover,
has always been more than a building. It's a commitment - a
community's dedication to storytelling and cultural preservation. I
see it in faded programmes, in minutes from the various meetings,

in handwritten notes on play scripts.

Amidst the archive's treasures, I found a collection of programmes
from the 1980s. Their faded colours and vintage designs tell their
own story of changing times and enduring passion. I've included
images of these programmes here - each cover a window into a
moment when the curtain rose, the lights dimmed, and the Byre
came alive with another tale. These fragile paper time capsules
remind us that while faces and productions may change, the heart of

theatre beats on, steady and true.




Programme from 1959 produced by the Byre Theatre




Fisher & Donaldson

T BAKERS OF QUALITY PRODUCTS

e e e e e et ot e e e T T o e Yt e

8 Church Street, St. Andrews
Telephone 201

SCOTTISH AND CONTINENTAL CONFECTIONS
MADE FRESH DAILY FROM PURE DAIRY CREAM
ARE AVAILABLE AT OUR REFRIGERATED COUNTER

A. GILLESPIE & CO.

(St. Andrews) Ltd.

WESTPORT GARAGE, ST. ANDREWS
Gas Oil for Central Heating Plants
Luminite Green Burning Paraffin
Gas and Vaporising Oils for Tractor Fuels
SSELED et
FORD & B.S.A. AGENTS : REGENT SERVICE STATION
ALL CLASSES OF CAR AND TRACTOR REPAIRS
BREAKDOWN SERVICE  A.A. and R.A.C. AGENTS
Phone 658

ROBERT MYLES
Saddler and Harness Maker
Always a large selection of real leather goods in stock
BAGS, TRUNKS, SUITCASES and PORTMANTEAUX
Also  First-class Fancy Goods for Presents
For real service and quick repairs

MILES AHEAD OF EVERYBODY

91 South Street — ST. ANDREWS
TELEPHONE 575

The Byre Theatre Company

PRESENTS

THE ENTERTAINER
JOHN OSBORNE

with music by
JOHN ADDISON

October 5th—24th 1959

The Characters

BiiLy Rice - - - - Ronald Wilkinson
Jean Rice - - - - Veronica Baird
PHOEBE RICE - - - - Marie Linde
ArcHIE RICE - = - - Brian Bell

Frank Rice - - - - Michael Hutton
GRAHAM - - - = Peter Milner
BroTHeR BiiL RicE - - - Michael Hutton

Play directed by BRIAN BELL
Stage Managed by PaT DevLiN and PaMELA MiLEs

Setting devised by the Producer
and executed by Ronarp Tobp and Par Deviin

At the Piano : ANN RocHE

M*A*C+*F*A*R*L*A*N+*E*S
Outstanding for Quality Goods

GROCER WINE MERCHANT
TEA 'AND COFFEE SPECIALIST

PASTRYCOOK CONFECTIONER FROZEN FOODS

131 MARKET STREET - ST. ANDREWS
Telephone : 208

ﬂngus m %ucg)ouga” uml (/(}o.

(ST. ANDREWS) LTD.
Telephone 8t. Andrews 946
BUILDING and PUBLIC WORKS CONTRACTORS

Builders of Distinctive Homes—Feus Available
All Enquiries Assured Best Attention

87 NORTH STREET, ST. ANDREWS

Bass on Draught
ONLY OBTAINABLE IN TOWN AT

THE CENTRAL BAR

77 MARKET STREET
ONLY THE BEST wnmss, SPIRITS AND LIQUEURS IN

LOUNGE ENTRANCE IN COLLEGE STREET

Proprietor : ALEX. McLEAN
Tel. 8t. Andrewns 518

The play is set in The Grand Theatre and a Suburban house
in a large English coastal resort—1956.

OVERTURE

1. Billy and Jean.

2. Archie Rice—**Don’t take him seriously !’

3. Billy, Jean and Phoebe.

4, Archie Rice—*‘In trouble again.”"

5. Billy, Jean, Phoebe and Archie.

Intermission

6. Billy, Phoebe, Jedn, Archie and Frank.

7. Archie Rice—'"Interrupts the Programme.”"

. Billy, Phoebe, Jean, Archie and Frank.
Intermission

9, Frank Rice—*‘Singing for You."'

10. Billy, Phoebe, Jean, Archie and Frank.

11. The Goed Old Days Again.

12. Jean and Graham—Archie and Bill.

13. Archie Rice—"‘The One and Only.""

-]

NOTE

The Music Hall is dying, and with it a significant part of
Britain. Some of the heart of Britain has gone ; something that
once belonged to everyone, for this was truly a folk art. In
writing this play, I have used some of the techniques of the
Music Hall because I believe that these can solve some of the
eternal problems of time and space that face the dramatist and,
also, it has been relevant to the story and setting. Not only has
this technigue its own traditions, its own convention and symbal,
its own mystique, it cuts right across the restrictions of the so-
called naturalistic stage. Its contact is immediate, vital and
direct. JOHN OSBORNE

Our next production is Jean Anouilh’s compelling play
Antigone. This is a very fine and exciting play and we hope that
you will enjoy it. It opens on October 26th and runs for a
fortnight,

Programme from 1959 produced by the Byre Theatre



FOR QUALITY, SERVICE AND
SATISFACTION

PHONE &4

Family Butcher
66 MARKET STREET

FLEMING PLACE and MAIN STREET, LEUCHARS
(Tel. 213)

PURVEYORS OF HIGH CLASS MEAT OMNLY

IF IT'S.

CELTIC JEWELLERY, POTTERY,
HANDWOVEN GOODS, HORN,
WROUGHT IRON, WOOD TURNERY,
TARTAN AND LEATHER GOODS
OR PICTURES

THE CRAFT SHOP
St. Mary’s Place, Market St.

CAN HELP You!

'H. BRAND & SONS

CARRIERS AND CONTRACTORS
(Dundee and St, Andrews)

—0—
COAL MERCHANTS
Prompt Service assured all enquiries
—i—

29 KINNESSBURN ROAD PHONE 445

“The first twenty-five years of
the Byre Theatre”
A new illustrated history of this theatre, price 2s éd
and
The Byre Stormers

by CHARLES MARFORD
Price 1s 6d

may be obtained in the foyer - 7

FOR COMMERCIAL AND BOOK PRINTING

SOMIULT

%'. @ 'gt:emlerson & .cf.m, ,QH.

UNIVERSITY PRESS
80 MARKET STREET ST. ANDREWS
Telephone—ST. ANDREWS 88

AIKMAN & TERRAS LTD

GROCERS and WINE MERCHANTS

COFFEE
Lammﬁtmam
Telephone No. 8

REDEN HOTEL

58 HDE'I‘E STREET (opposite Graduation Hall)
‘elephone—8t, Andrews 985

20 Bedrooms Imgnsgaespuk ]
Bright and modern French, Po]mh,”mmm
Under the personal supervision of Mr. and Mrs. Schosdon
W. C. Henderson & Son, Ltd., Printers, 5t. Andrews

C. FLEMING

134 South Street, St. Andrews
. Phone 147

High Class Gentleman's Hairdresser
Licensed fo sell Tobaccos, Toilet Requisites

MERCER

191 South Street, St. Andrews

Stuart’s Crystal, Fine Quality China and Earthenwars
: Asmts.hnﬂn and Doulton

W. P..RBOBERES ON

fﬂ"m.%\ 3 South Castle Street, St. Andrews
ELECTRICAL ENGINEER
(REQISTERED MEMBER OF S.R.R.A.)
All classes of Electrical, Radio and Television
work undertaken AGENT FOR
MARCONI, PHILIPS, PYE, FERGUSON RADIOS

Telephone : Shop 234: House 983 ACCUMULATORS CHARGED

The City Arms
Logie’s Lane, St. Andrews
WINES BEERS SPIRITS
Under personal superivsion of Mrs. M, Harnis, prop

LATIN QUARTER
COCKTAIL BAR st WESTCLIFF HOTEL, §T. ANDREWS
Cosiest in Scotland

Qpen to Non-Residents Tel. 447
KMM of the 'lénﬁllﬂd of British Photographers
SPECIALIST IN CHILD PORTRAITURE
g COMMERCIAL PHOTOGRAPHY
an goy * PHOTOGRAPHIC SUPPLIES

10a Bell Street, St. Andrews, Fife T sT. ANDREWS 260
TH E N EW INN

leading nssmiu,mm stocked
Al gom&%?&unmw—ﬁmmwm’i‘m

Under personal supervision of J. LESLIE, prop.
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Delving deeper into the archives, I uncover a trove of visual history:
production stills frozen in time, contact sheets filled with captured
moments, and behind-the-scenes snapshots that reveal the hidden
magic of theatre-making. These images offer a intimate glimpse into
the Byre's past, bringing to life the creative process and the people
who breathed life into each production. In every grainy photograph
and well-worn negative, I see the passion and dedication that have
always been the lifeblood of this place. These visual records do
more than document; they tell the story of countless hours of
rehearsal, the nervous energy before opening nights, and the

camaraderie that forms in the pursuit of artistic expression.
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Contact Sheet from the play ‘The Sleeping Garden’, 2003



Production Still from the play, ‘The Sleeping Garden’, 2003

BYRE THEATRE SEASON 2003/4

The Secret Garden
Boak and Lyrics by Marsha Norman
Music by Lucy Simon
Based on the novel by Frances Hodgson Bumett

Cast
Mary Lennox... Vikki Fallow™
Lily...Annette Yeo
Fakir...Ali De Souza
Captain Albert Lennox. .. Nicholas Maude
Rose Lennox...Vanessa Clarke

Alice...Eithne Browne
Lieutenant Peter Wright

Davor Golub
Lieutenant lan Shaw...Andrew Keelar
Major Holmes... Peter Edbrook
Claire Holmes. .. Christine McKenna
yah...Shireen Morris
Mrs Shelley...Christine McKenna
Major Shelley...Peter Edbrooke——
Mrs Medlock...Eithne Browne |
Archibald Craven...Earl Carpenter
Dr Neville Craven... Davor Golub
Martha...Claire Knight -
Ben Weatherstaff... Peter Edbrookl
Dickon...Andrew Keelan_£25
Colin...Rory McLeod*
Irs Winthrop... Christine McKenna
Nurse... TBC*
Jane... TBC*
William... TBC*
Timothy... TBC*

* Members of St Andrews Youth Theatre

Production Team
Director Ken Alexander
Musical Director Jon Beales
Associate Director/Musical Staging Rita Henderson
Designer Charles Cusick Smith
Lighting Designer Simon Wilkinson
Sound Design & Operation Paul Smith, Apex Acoustics
Assaciate Director Steven Little
Production Manager Peter Hargreaves
Master Carpenter Ron Kiddell
Wardrobe Supervisor Liz McCafferty
Scenic Artist Patsy Large
Stage Manager Tricia MacLean
Deputy Stage Manager (On the Book) Hazel Price
Assistant Stage Manager Demelza Haines
Assistant Stage Manager Emma Skaer
Technician Neil Fenwick
Assistant Carpenter Kris Smart
Assistant Scenic Artist Caroline Alexander

First Call: 10.30am, Monday 7 July at the Byre Theatre, Abbey Street, St Andrews
(see over for details)

Production team from the play, ‘The Sleeping Garden’, 2003



THE SECRET GARDEN
SET BREAKDOWN

Pros Profiles

SI/SR

5400 high x 1200 wide flat

16cm deep

2 x 300 diam balls at £7 each on top
Branches fixed to flat

4 x boxes (2 either side of prosc) (fire exit issue through voms)

500 x 500
will open up to reveal flower/brush arrangement

Set breakdown from the play, ‘The Sleeping Garden’, 2003
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What strikes me most is the resilience. The Byre's journey, from its
inception, has been fraught with challenges. Yet, in every era,
people rallied. They refused to let the curtain fall. This perseverance
resonates with me, echoing my own journey to find my place in a

new world.

The archive reveals a tapestry of lives intertwined with the Byre.
Students finding their voice on stage, local playwrights seeing their
words come to life, families making memories at pantomimes. It's a
testament to the power of storytelling, yes, but more so to the

community that recognized its value.




3 Secret Garden, | would like to
sm for our production. | am thrilled
e and | hope that it helps to develop

\g for a career, then my best advice

yroductions as you can (school time

238 5 ; e as you can. The best way to learn
in my experience, is by participating and observing.

| am delighted to enclose a photograph of the show and | hope you visit The Byre

again in the future. In the meanwhile, | wish you all the best for your start at

Glenalmond School in September.

Yours sincerely

Ken Alexander
Aurtistic Director

Enc
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As I add my notes to the archive, I realize I'm not just documenting
history. I'm participating in it. The Byre, I now understand, isn't just
a theatre. It's a living entity, sustained by generations of people who

believed in the importance of having a cultural heart in their town.

In piecing together the Byre's past, I've found my present and
glimpsed our shared future. This room, full of memories, holds
stories waiting to be rediscovered. As I create bookmarks with
snippets of the Byre's history, I hope to bridge generations - helping
others find, as I did, that home can be a place where stories live and
breathe, even far from where we started. These small tokens of the
past may just be the key to unlocking the Byre's future in the hearts

of 2 new St Andrews.




| 1564 saW the establishment of The Friends of The

B yre gre y
Leen tosee the building of 2 modern theatre in the com?n(;{;’::‘rzv wiere

The Byre Theatre curtain (above) was used from <1960 until 1970, and
was made by set designer and Play Club member Ronnie Todd. During

=
= before demolin . March 1969.
the building of the Middle Byre in 1969/1970, the curtain went missing, e e

B 1GAR it ARRay (“R‘J‘(rr Aermaliched work hagan on the new theatre.
| ; raised through an
vance of the build

l he firsttheatre curtain that was installed i o By 6%

inthe Byve from 1947 until 1960. ' o prepaig o =

Page

6 i 2
The Byre at 90 . S eoy==tco

My illustration for a story | came across while archiving, placed alongside the actual
picture of the setting



With the help of many members of our community, the Byre now
has records of over 500 scripts, 50 boxes of glass photographic
plates, around 300 CDs and DVDs, many more folders of

photographs, old documents, and some lovely old letters.

Although the project has been a great success so far, there is still a
gap in materials from over the last 40 years. No artifact relevant to
the Byre is too new or old, it’s all part of our shared history. If you
have anything from photographs, programmes, scripts, recordings

to video footage, the Byre would love to see it.

Please don’t give us any original copies or objects. Instead, you can
send us photos, scans, descriptions or a note of any stories you have
up your sleeve. Email 1s the easiest way to get in touch. Contact

byreboxoffice@st-andrews.ac.uk.
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